SCIENCE, LIBERTY AND PEACE
Hitler were to be forced by circumstances to become the
first large-scale exponent in the West of that non-violent
direct action which has become, in this age of scientific
progress, humanity's only practical substitute for hope-
less revolution and self-stultifying or suicidal war.
2. The pen and the voice are at least as mighty as the
sword; for the sword is wielded in obedience to the
spoken or the written word. Progressive technology has
strengthened the powers that be by providing them not
only with bigger and better instruments of coercion, but
also with instruments of persuasion incomparably sup-
erior to those at the disposal of earlier rulers. The rotary
pttss aad, more recently, the radio have contributed
greatly to the concentration of political and economic
power. James Mill believed that, when everybody had
learned to read, the reign of reason and democracy would
be assured for ever. But in actual historical fact the spread
of free compulsory education, and, along with it, the
cheapening and acceleration of the older methods of
printing, have almost everywhere been followed by an
increase in the power of ruling oligarchies at the expense
of the masses. The reasons for this are obvious. A news-
paper combining attractiveness with cheapness cannot be
produced unless it is subsidized either by advertisers (that
is to say, the people who control centralized finance and
large-scale, mass-producing and mass-distributing indus-
try), or by some organization desirous, for its own pur-
poses, of influencing public opinion, or by the central
government. In countries where the press is said to be
free, newspapers are subsidized primarily by advertisers,
and to a lesser extent by political parties, financial or pro-
fessional groups. In countries where the press is not free,
newspapers are subsidized by the central government*
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